THE LIFE HISTORY OF FRANCILLO DURFEY JR.

Written by his daughter Cynmthia Durfey Earl

My Fathers femily background was a very historic and
dramatic one, full of pioneer faith and courage. His father
was baptized into the Mormon Church in 1840 and moved to the
body of the church in Nauvoo the samg year., Duriag mob
violence on the sainbs his cattle were stoldn, his house
burned and his wife and children put out in the snow, His
wife being 111 with a new baby caught cold and died three
dayes later. He left his children with sainbts and answered
the call to the Mormon Battalion where he served as a Capbains
Because of his trade as a cooper, his ability to spaak the
Indian language and his marksmanship as a huater, he was
£allad by President Brigham Young to help escort four
nts across the plains. It was on one
p3 that he met Cyathia Harringbon Bowen, my
wshar, She had buried hewr husband on the plain:
cholara, Crandfabher assisted her and her little fawily to
ths valley, Lebter they were married in Salt Lake on Feb, 15,
18L9 by President Brigham Younge
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Grandfather was a natural colonizer, 2 wise and prudent
1. He understood pecple and was obedient to those in
5¥e  Thus, he was called many times to help open new )
8, The first call was to Ogden, Thsy moved with theix
mixed family, five of grandfathers and four of grandmothers
to Mound Fort now known as North Ogden, It was there on
February 1, 1850 in a two room log cabin by the light of a
braided rag candle dipped in tallow taken from a deer
Grandfather had killed but & fow hours previous that my
father; Francillo Durfey Jr, first saw the light of day,
Welcow.d by nine brothers and sisters, never to have one of
ory own, but bound together with ties of love; faith
ifice that only plouneer familiss knew best,
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fivst home, He was only five, His parent

ed along with other pione 50 go inbo the Norbhwesh

j what was known as the non River Mission,

ay 19,1855, Tor a boy from five to eight those
arg, filled with fear of the Indians and

11 fort, I have heard my father tell many
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how he wonld c¢limb up on the Fort wall, look through

the gun holes and prazy for his father's life during the
Indian raids, He said, "It might have had a lasting effect
upon my life had not my father gathered his family around him
and explained that the Indians were not to blame, While tha
Missionaries wers trying to make friends with them and teach
them the Gospel, to the Indians they were only btrespasiing

on their hunting ground,n

on Febrnary 1, 1858 my fathers eighty birthday, grandfa
cut a hole in the ice on the Lemhi River and baptized him,
That birbthday baptizing my father carried through his ent
family of twelve children. Winter and sumber, He cub a
hole in the ice in Bear River Februaryl and another on2 on
the bwenty-ninth to bapitize my two brothers, The ica was
oa bthe edge when it was my tura in Masrch, When mother said,
Wjontt they take cold?" he said, "No ons was hurt falfill
the commandments of the Lord," As a rosult wone of us have
to wonder who baptized us and when, or who confirmed us
and when for that was done as soon ag we came oub of the
water. Family record keeping was much simpler in those

days 2

Getbing back to my story. Because of the hostilities of
the Indians; on bhe twenby-zight of March 1858 the whole
company left Fort Lemhi, Their mission was closed and they
returned to Ogden, Out of the thirvty-five head of catile
ny Grandfather trailed thres hundred and bhirty-three miles,
he returned with only one cow vhose young calf was to weak %o
travels, She escaped the Indians and cawme back for it, Once
more they were back in Zion but their stay was of shord
duration,

The following year President Young again called for
volunbeers to help in the settling of Cache Valley, Grand-
ther answered the call, Three Lowus were settled i
auntumn of 1859, Crandfather chone Providence for my
next homz, He was nine at the Hime and it was his Ffirst
opportunity to go to school, School was only held for b
quarters in mid winter, Father was needed so badly with tho
cattle and with odd jobs avound the cooper shop that his
schooling was very limited, Io often told us of his golden
teenage years spent in beautiful Cache Valley,
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In the different settlements they weould dance all night,
have breakfast at dawm and then go home to do their chores,

Father me t and \l'lfx‘led a beautiful young girl from
Willard nened Margaret NcOuaf’rJq Grandfathers boys and
girls were all married by this time and were in need of
homes and land. As Cache Valley was prebty well all taken
up Lt bscame necessary for them to seek new frontiers, So
in the spring of 1858 grandfather moved with his family
to the sight now known as Beaver Dam, At that time it was
2 catblemans paridise, The hills were coversd with beaubiful
mcunbe grass and the beaver had built a natural dan ia the
cresk after which the village derived its nams,
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Dan, e his brother came
for him, “hen they arrived his father was CZ’.Lbl,rJll:y ill,
There was Just vime to request father o move in with his

mother and take care of her the rest of her life,

Grandfathers death was the first real tragedy in Fathers
life although there were many more to follow. As always
when m,g Dufu&,ﬂu became to great, ths Church was there to

i He was ovrdained an Eldsr February 8, 1875 by
”Juuu](, Jo seph Fo Swith, Grandfathers dying regquest proved
to be quite an assignment to all three of tmm° His mother
and his young wife were so much alike in Misposition and so
far apart in years, both wanting to be ' 5 that father vas
conbiny i m the two acting as pe ker,

Tn less than a year afber his fabhers death his wife gave
birth to a baby girl, This happy event brought a need for
grandmother and a uecp Joy to all of them but thelr happiness

was short lived. When the baby was two weeks old the mother
took pneumonia and died leaving father at the age of iwenty=
one with an aged mother and a little baby 4o care for, He
named the baby Margaret for her mother aad called her lMaggie,
He cared for the baby nights and his mother took care of her
daytimes. His burdens were great having been lefc by the
death of his father to divide the estate zatisfacto rily wibth
his brothers, I think this verase fits my fathers life
perfectly,

"God grant me serenity to acecept the things
T cannot change. The courage to change the -

things I can and the wisdom to kunow the
difference,n

Thus: his 1ife followed an ordinsry patbern for the next
four or five years. In the neantime a cheese dairy was
established on the hill above Collinston, Girls cams froy
all the counbry around to milk cows. Everyone rented their
cows and In return they got wutter and cheese, This, of
course, became a regnlar match meking paradise for the young
peoples The boys gathered, they danced and made merry until
the ball rang, then the boys wenbt home and the g,.u‘ls vent
to bed and dreamed of wed 1
rang brue for Sara Ann Findl
Durfey Jrs of Beaver Dam, -Thej v:,ve;e ﬂrrmd b;y' Wilfoid
Woodruff in the old Endowment House, The Fadowment House
was closed for enlarging w i

2n he married his first wife so
Aunt Sara Ann stood for Aunt Margaret who was sealed first
then she was sealed second,

Cnce more skies were clear and his 1ife ook on new
meaning. Aunt Sara was mild and soft spoken, She undersst
and knew how to handle grandwother so they got al ong beauti~
fully, Tn a year a little zirl came to bless their home,
They named her Tda, It was the joy of litble iarga
to-have a sister, she had lived with growmups fow

Scarlet fever, that was such a geim reaper of children in
those days, took Ida when she was one year old, :

survived that, but three weeks later she died
croup as it was called, leaving their home childless,




I have heard my father say wany times that it was only faith
and his Lestimony of the CGospel that made his sorrow bearable.

He was called end set o art as
Beaver Dam brench of tha churche. ng the following years
two baby girls were born to theme In 1880 the branch was
discont and Besver Dsm was Joined with the Deweyvil
Weard and father wss chosen 1 { Bisho

iU counselor in the

Sometima later he was to meet the hardest test of his
faith. ALl men holding church positions had been ad¥ised
many times that it vas their duty to practice plural marriage.

ather just could not bring himself to its He had seen so .
much unhappiness caused by men not living the law es the Lord
intended it should be lived. He was so happy and corntent
with his present 1ife. He hed fulfilled his Fathers request,
had mede his mothevs 1ife happy through her long illness and
she had died in his arms 883. Me was doing the
he loved best, wor in the church, farming, raising )
cattle and cering for eavtiful horses aleng with his
family. They ve e end joy. ZLorenzo Snow, ab '
that time Presi Guorum of Twelve Apostles, wrote
him a letter a his wife to come to Stake
Conference in I : The church authorities hgd a
special message for them. Fathoer went with a prayer in his
heart thal he would have the courage to do as they asvgd
for he kaew wha T He was right in his premonitions.

he Jaw of plural marriage and 1ive
helding his office in the church. He
vis wife to talk it over and coms
to @ unanimous decision. On the way home Father said; 'Well
Sara what shall we do?" Her answer v HThere is only;one
thing we can do, cbey those in authority over us.® After
some meditation she sald WIf we can get Lucy, vho wasvhe;
younger sister to join us I think we can all live harmoniocusly
together "

When Father asked IMcy, who was my mother, she said
lavghingly, " I think & great deal of you as a man and a
brother-in-law, but that is all. Grandmother thought my

fother almost perfect. ¥He had been kind and good to her

wanted Iucy she would use her influence. Tuey was he:
and like all mothers she hated to part with her,
the influence of her nother and the persuasion of
and the deep respect she had for my father; they w
married in the Logan Temple November 1885, Fother was
seventeen. She said to me many times in trying to puid
through those troubled years of selecting & coupanion,
"Choose wisely the wmn you trust with your future for on
him depends your joy or sorrow, I didn't love your father
vhen ve were married. I admired and respected hin very
miche He was so kind, so good and devebted %o all of us that
I grew to love him with a deep and lasting devobion that

has made for me a full and satisfying life.n

oldest daughtecr Sara and made her very heppy, now if

Their fanily arvangements werc thab mother woul
in Mendon with her mother. That suited grev
Mother and Aunt Sara loved wach other dear
Just alike in disposition, kind, soft spok true ladies
in every sense of the word. Father was a good provider
and they were congenial and heppy. Mothers first child and
Aunt Sara's third child were born Jjust two months rte
Fathers life was again running smoothly. Thorve was peace.
and contentment in his heart and ho

ernain
t fine.

Since the first anti-poligamy law wos passed
in 1862. There was constant agitation throuszhout
United States and non-mormons in Utah to e
With the passing of President Brigham Young,
took a firm stand in the matbter and gave no ¢ :
change of policy would be made. As a result the a

sy
&€g

itetion was
reneved and in 1882 the Bdmunds law was passed by Congress,
which provided severe penalties for those who were convicted
of plural marriage, or what was then called "unlawful cO-
habitation." Self government was forbidden the people of
Utah. The Latter Day Saints who practised plural marriage
were denied the right to vote. The highest leaders- of the
church were imnediately sought by the Federal Officers and
for eight years they spied on them and hounded them.
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Turing thzge months ny fatrer was in the Penitenbtsry my
brether Oak was born on February 29, in Greenvi ]10, now
kaown as North Tngan, ¥other remained in seclusion until
after the Manifesto was issued by President Woodruff ian Oct.
of 1890, then she returnsd to hsr home in neadon where she
Jived until her mothers death,
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s As was always the case when his sorrow was great, the
church came to his rescue and gave him added responsibility.

That hock his mind from his own troubles, replacing them
with service to others Beavar Dam had grown until it
Justifi ¥ So on the 29th of March,1892
the Ward was ovg was sustained as Bishop,
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By this time his family consisted of twelve children living
and four gone. He was a fira oellever in cducetlon. In
*ho°e days with trsnsportaticn the way it was children had to
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