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UTAH PION oF 1847

Framcillo Durfey Senior was born Miy 12, 1812 at Lincoln,
Addison County, Vermont., He was the son of Ebenezer and Sarah
Newton Durfey., OCreat grandfather emigrated from Ireland when
he was sixteen years of age, GCrandfather grew to manhood in
the stats of Vermont, where he attended school and obtained a

good edueation for those days.

One of his most exciting soorts‘ as a young msn, was ice
skating on Lake Champlain,

He married Marion Jones and fron this union there were
five children, thres boys Dennis, Myron, Norman, and two girls

Mammie znd Fmmaline. Another
influencs on his life he

thing that was Lo have a great
12d in Vermont, Fe heard the
of Jesus Chri T Day Saints preached, Ve
onverted and was vapbized in January 18L0, and moved
iy of the church at Nauvoo, Illinois the same year.

"becane
to the

During the mob violance on the saints in Nauvoo, grand-
father vas away for supplies; his cattle were stolen, his
home burned, and his wife and children put out in the snow,
His wife being 111 with & bqby’cpnvht cold aund died three
days later, Crandfether was scquainted with the Prophet
Jogseph Snith and saw him draw his sword in front of a
in Nauveo and declare he would spill every drop of blood in
his body before he would see the saints persecuted,

Grandfather and his children crossed the Missouri River
with the first compzny of saints and started for the Rocky
Yountains, When the call was made of this 1little band of
exile 5, by the Pres wdunt of the United States, for five hundred
aolb bodied men to defend our country agsinst Mexico, grand-

father Joined up after arranging with friends to take care of
his children, He joined the historic group cf soldiers known
as the sormou Battalion July 16, 1846 at Council Bluffs, Towa
under Ceptain James Brown in company C. Most of the men in
the battalion left families, some in care of the Church and
others in care of LﬁjdtTVPJQ When they were to meet them agzin
Goed only knew, never-the 1ﬂss bthey did not ccmplain, Their
tents p11vhed in military order, they presented a grand

frame bullding

apperance and the merry singing mede all feel like casting
their cares away, Four days later, July 20th, they started
for Fort Leavonworth arriving there August 1, 1846, 7

They were equipt with arms &nd supplies at Fort Leavenworth
and departed from there September 1, 1846 and arrived at
Santa Fe October-9, 18L6,

It was here that grandfssher and about ninety other men,
who had all become 11l were orderad.under Captain James Brown
to go to Pueblo for rest and médical treatment, This detach-
ment was to winter aht Pueblo, They took up the line of march
October 18, 1846, idents occurred on the journsy oub-
side of the ordinary rou of travel, vy good bime was
made concidering the condition of the men and teams, Owing
to bthe weakened teams the sick had to walk up &ll the hills,
which was very hard on them.
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On Novembor 9th they reachted the Arkansas River,
Brown and others went to 3Brents Fort to geb
The next day the detaclhment

Capt

crossed the river and went on
toward Pueblo. On Noveaber 17, 18L6, they reached their
destination., The greetings betwesn friends, husbands and
wives were bouching and a thrill of joy ran through the camp,
Most of the houses built by the detachment were ready Lo be
occupied by the Sth of uscoumef Though only rude cabins, the
were much better than tents, There were cany hardships and
deaths during the winter, Most of the deaths being due to
disease conbracted throush exposure and strong drugs they had
received frouw Dr. Sanderson,

On the 18th of May, 18L7 Captain Brovm received money
for the soldiers and orders to march to California, The
wagons were loaded and the line of march taken up on the 20th
of May. On the 1lth of June, while on Polo Crack, the
detachments were melt by Amssa M, Lyman, of the quorum of the
twelve Apostles and others from winter quarters bring latters
from friends and families, £lso, council from Fresident
gham Young and news of the travels and destinaticn of the
churchs President Urigham Young and a company of pioneers
making bthelr way westward had passed twelve days bafore.

sixty days provisig
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The command of which grandfather was a member made an
early start on the 17th of June, 1847 with a view of over-
teking them. They failed to overtake the pioneers but
arrived in the Salt Iske Velley July 27, 1847; three days
after the compeny of pioneers. ' Upon meeting friends in
Salt Lake Valley, grandfather was heard to make this remark,
"I wish to present onz of the blest of the Mormon Batbalion,
There are but & very few thset know me now, I reswne, owing
to the great change thet has teken place in me since we
were in the service of the United States. Yor there is now
more health &nd strength and nerve in me than there was at
that tine or even before. You all know thst I was a pesky-
faced long scrownny kind. of a men &nd when we were sbout to
leave the Bluffs, I wes told I would never 2e¢ Czlifornis.
But, thank God, I have been and returned and sm now full
of life and spirit and feel thet I am one of the blest of the
Lord in every respect.

Grandfether opened, by prayer, the first meeting held
in Selt Lake in the 0Ld Bowory. He hed the gift of hecling.
Fether said he told him he never laid hsnds on & sick
persons hezo thet he gidn't know within himself whether the
person would live or not. At one time he wes up in Providence
Canyon getting out logs for his trade as Cooper, when &
messenger came for him szying his mother was very ill. He
went home, held his mothers hend and said, "In the name of
Jesus Christ Icomnznd you to be made whole." She was restore
edto health.

Grandfather vas & greet scoub and a fine marksmen end
hunter. He was called upon a mission in the f211 of 1847
to hunt game for those who were czlled to go back and help
the emigrent szints accross the plains. #hile out hunting
he erd another san met & herd of buffalo on a stampede, they
got off their horses and began shoobing; succeeded in
parting the herd so the; pessed by on each side of them,
thus saving their lives.

He nazde four trips zccross the plains. Tt wss on one
of these trips that he rot Cynthia Tarrington Zowon. She
had buried her huisbasnd on the plazins. They were merried

February 15, 1819 in Selt Lake by Fresid

tripgham Young.
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Grandfather had the gift of tongues. Tn the £21) of 1747
he and two other members of the ‘ormon Battslion were cerry-
ing letters and papers for the government Trom Pueblo to bthe
pioneer train, On the way they csme in cond hoa band
of Siox Indian warriors. They begs
grandfather rode out to meet them, held up h hand &
to talk. Wher he got through the Indiens rode up, shook
with them and rode awey, and grandfather never knew a word
that he had said. He hsd talked to then in tongues.

In October 14L8, grandfather, with his family, settled
in Ogden near where the Mound Fort School now &
Francillo Durfey Jr., my father was born on Februa
I have heeard wy fathar sey if he hzd been born the ni
before there wasnt't enough grease in the house to mal i
but the day he was born grandfither killed z deer vp in the
foot hills and grandmother rendered the greese and by idi
a rag end dipping it in the grease she made 2 light by which
was born thal evening.
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On Februavy 6, 1851 the Yeneral Assembly of the St
Dessret incorporated Ogden City. It being the 2nd sottlemant
in Utehe A city council consisting of a mayor, four alder
and nine councilors was created to direct the affairs of the
new City. The lst officers of Ogden City were appoint
Brigham Young and meabers of the legislature of the Stete of
Deseret in en election on April T, 31851, Grandfather was
elected Alderman.
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The winter of 1851 was hard one for the settlers of
Ogden. The snow was deep and it was bitter cold, Some of the
cattle froze to death. Food was scarce and the Indians were
troublesome. For the protection of settlers the first CoNpany
of the malitia in Weber County was organized with Cyrus C.
Canfield Captain and grandfatherDurfey as first lieutenant.

About the year 1858 the Church called & nuaber of familics
on & mission among the Indiazns on Szlmon River. Orandfather
was among the ones called. They expectad this to be a life,




or at least an extended mission. They settled on the Lemhi,

a branch of the Salmon River in I aho. That part of the
country was well adapted to cattle raising; so grandfather wen
into the cattle business quite extensively, snd wzs prospering
very well, but the Indians became envious and finally made

a raid on the white settlers and stole all of their cattle,
and tir:d to murder 11 o? the people in the company, But,
suoh an emergency by builci
res until they could get
d an escourt csme to
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andfather was a strov ¥ ter and stood firmly
55 he saw it. Vhil r mission
Brot ings wss put in o nt of the mission. He
opposed grandi ‘m in every way he
conld, nobody Curmm s0 they held a
Priesthcod meebing and t! o ut him out. Grande-
father listened to a1l they had bo say, then he stood up
and said, "Brethern where do you getb your authority to put
Brother Cummings oub? t put him ouL, that has to come
head of the Church, meeting Brotrer Cummings said
Durfey you ax last man I thought would stand
G?andfavnei pWied, "Dontt fool yoursel , it's
the Priesthood you hold that I defend.'
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On reburning to Utah grandfatter settled in Providence,
were he worked at his trade as a Cooper, znd also tilled
wes active in Church and civic affairs in the

Providence and Cache Yalley., About the year

1869 he moved to Bezver Dam, 3o0x EKlder Lounuy, being the
first settler there, There he
raising,

ed in ferming and stock

eventifull life ¢
15, 1871 dt Jeav

sudden but peaceful close
His vody was interned in
torial day a large
G y flo 1t€ over his grave, placed there by
ican Legion in momory of & noble soldier and honored
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